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	Job Role
	Volunteer Ecologist

	Location
	Green spaces in the borough of Basingstoke & Deane

	Responsible to (job title)
	Ranger Services Manager

	Main purpose of role

	To assist the council’s Ranger Services and Biodiversity Team, in partnership with Natural Basingstoke, in undertaking wildlife surveying and recording of priority species and habitats across the borough’s green spaces. This will inform decision making and promote local biodiversity, as stipulated in the council’s Biodiversity Strategy.

	Key tasks/responsibilities

	1. Regular wildlife surveying and recording of various species which might include bats, butterflies, reptiles, moths, dormice, amphibians, and flora and could be during anti-social hours. 
2. Inputting data from surveys and uploading to relevant websites/apps 
3. Follow health and safety procedures

	Experience/qualifications needed

	Essential: 
1. Passion for UK wildlife and conservation 
2. Basic wildlife identification skills and knowledge of surveying techniques
3. Ability to use simple apps and computer programmes

Desirable: 
1. Previous experience of wildlife surveying 
2. Species specific expertise
3. Technical ability in computer software and mobile apps e.g. Microsoft Excel, iRecord, Echo meter, and Kaleidoscope 

	Hours

	Depending on your chosen species group, hours will vary throughout the surveying season.

The minimum number of hours you will need commit will be two hours per month e.g. bat surveys. Some species groups will require a minimum of two hours per fortnight e.g. butterfly and reptile surveys. 

If you wish to commit to multiple species surveys, your hours will be considerably more. Depending on how many volunteers have signed up for a survey, we can produce a rota to split the hours, and the council’s Ranger Team can offer support when needed.

	What you can expect to gain from the role

		The learning experience will enable Volunteer Ecologists to hone their identification and survey skills, as well as gaining knowledge about the UK wildlife recording process. This work will contribute to your professional development for those seeking a career in nature conservation.

Volunteers will receive on-the-job training relating to the role, as well as species specific identification and survey training, and health and safety procedure training.

Volunteers will also be able to network and build relationships with the conversation charity, Natural Basingstoke.




	Expenses

	The nature of voluntary work is that it is unpaid and therefore in normal circumstances, no expenses are paid. 

	Clothing/Personal Protective Equipment/Survey Equipment

	You will need to wear suitable outdoor clothing, including heavy duty/cargo full-length trousers and sturdy boots.
Any PPE and equipment required for the task will be provided e.g. binoculars, bat detectors, reptile mats, ID guides, moth trap, and UV safety glasses

	Other key information

	Due to safeguarding concerns, volunteers must be 18 years old or over. You must be able to work outdoors in varying terrain and weather; and be comfortable working independently or in groups. For health and safety reasons, no lone working will be permitted on weekends or after 5pm on weekdays. 
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